






Exemplary Business 
Award

Given to a Michigan business or business-related 
organization that has dedicated extraordinary support 
to artists, arts and cultural organizations, or arts 
educators on a local, regional and/or statewide level. 

Eligibility
Nominees must be a business or business-related 
organization operating in Michigan that has been in 
active operation for at least 3 consecutive years.

Nomination Criteria
This award recognizes a business or business-related 
organization that is personally committed to advancing 
arts, culture and creativity and has made a significant 
positive impact on the arts and cultural sector of its 
community (regardless of size). Describe how the 
nominee:

Provides extraordinary support to artists, arts and •	
cultural organizations, or arts educators by making 
significant financial or in-kind contributions; 

Fosters artists, organizations or arts educators •	
through specific project initiatives, community 
relations programs or other means; 

Publicly promotes the importance of artists, arts and •	
cultural organizations, arts educators and/or arts, 
culture and creativity in general.

Civic Leader Award

Given to an individual demonstrating a history of strong and sustained leadership in developing, supporting and 
promoting Michigan’s arts, culture and creative assets at a local, regional and/or statewide level.

Eligibility
Nominees must be a current Michigan resident. 

Nomination Criteria
This award recognizes a civic leader who is personally committed to advancing the importance of arts, culture and 
creativity and has made a significant positive impact on the arts and cultural sector of his/her community (regardless 
of size). Nominations must demonstrate that the nominee:

Provides extraordinary support to artists, arts and cultural organizations, or arts educators by making significant •	
financial or in-kind contributions to support arts and cultural endeavors; 

Fosters artists, arts and cultural organizations, or arts educators through specific project initiatives, community •	
relations programs or other means; or

Publicly promotes the importance of artists, arts and cultural organizations, arts educators and/or arts, culture  •	
and creativity in general. 

There will be no finalists for this award category and ArtServe Michigan will select one individual to receive 
this award.

Arts Advocate Award

Given to an individual who has dedicated their time, 
talents, energies and perseverance to a significant role as 
an advocate in fostering the arts and culture in Michigan 
through exceptional leadership, promotional, volunteer, 
administrative, legislative or professional efforts.

Eligibility
Nominees must be a current Michigan resident. 

Nomination Criteria
This award recognizes individuals who have exhibited 
exemplary vision, leadership, dedication and commitment 
in leading efforts that have significantly impacted and 
advanced the arts and cultural sector in Michigan through 
coalition building, lobbying efforts, educational awareness 
campaigns, community relations initiatives, or through 
other means.  

There will be no finalists for this award category and 
ArtServe Michigan will select one individual to receive  
this award.



D E S I G N  P R O V I D E D  B Y 

C A L L  F O R  N O M I N AT I O N S 
ArtServe Michigan invites you to recognize the individual or organization in 
your community that demonstrates exemplary achievements and dedication 
to arts, culture and creativity in Michigan and its communities – artists, arts 
and cultural organizations and leaders, arts educators and organizations, civic 
and business leaders, and advocates. Celebrate their commitment to the arts 
and cultural sector by nominating them for the 2008 Governor’s Awards for 
Arts & Culture!

H O W  T O  P R E PA R E  Y O U R  N O M I N AT I O N 

Your nomination package should provide a compelling case for why your 
nominee should be honored at this year’s Governor’s Awards for Arts & 
Culture. Your completed nomination package must include the following:

Completed •	 nomination form using the form in this brochure or available 
online at www.governorsartsandcultureawards.org.

Detailed •	 narrative description demonstrating how the nominee fulfills the 
eligibility and nomination criteria specified for the Award Category and 
illustrates the nominee’s exemplary commitment to arts and culture. The 
narrative should not exceed 5 pages (8 ½” x 11”, white paper, 12-point 
black type, double-spaced).

At least three signed •	 letters of support, from individuals or organizations 
other than the nominator who are familiar with the nominee’s 
accomplishments. The letters should further document how the nominee 
fulfills the nomination criteria in their commitment to arts and culture. 

Additional supporting materials•	  (optional) may be submitted including 
newspaper articles, brochures, photographs, curriculum vitae, or other 
supporting materials. Please submit no more than 5 items.

A d d itional        re  q uire    d  d ocumentation           for   
the    followin        g  Awar  d  C ate  g ories     :

Michigan Artist Award and Michigan Innovative Artist Award - 
Photographic documentation – submit no more than 15 photographic images 
on 8 ½” x 11” paper or by CD in pdf or jpg format and include a log sheet 
clearly labeling and describing each photograph.

Multi-media samples – submit no more than 5 minutes of material presented 
on CD or DVD and include a log sheet clearly labeling and describing the 
information.

Arts Educator Award - Submit a copy of the Teacher Certification including 
the original year of certification if the nominee is currently teaching in an 
elementary or secondary school setting.

A B O U T  T H E  N A R R AT I V E  D E S C R I P T I O N  

The narrative description is the most important component of your nomination 
and should present a clear and compelling case for why your nominee is best 
qualified to be selected for the award in a specific category. Be succinct but 
thorough in addressing each of the eligibility and nomination criteria listed for 
the specific Award Category and include specific examples of how your 

nominee has met the criteria or how their efforts have impacted their 
organization or community. Remember that you are highlighting the 
accomplishments of your nominee for consideration by a peer review panel 
who will be reviewing multiple proposals – be clear, thorough and persuasive!

S U B M I T TA L  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  

The submission deadline for completed nomination proposals is no later 
than Tuesday, June 24, 2008 at 4:30 p.m. Proposals should be clearly marked 
“Guvvy Award Proposal” and mailed or hand-delivered to ArtServe Michigan 
at the following address: 

ArtServe Michigan 
Riley Broadcast Center 
1 Clover Court 
Wixom, MI 48393

Nomination forms may be submitted online according to these deadline 
requirements. However, all supporting documentation must be submitted by 
mail or hand-delivery by the deadline. E-mail, fax or late submittals will not be 
accepted. Please note that nomination materials will not be returned. ArtServe 
Michigan will notify you by email to confirm the receipt of your nomination 
proposal if you provide your email address on the nomination form.

Q U E S T I O N S  

For more information about the nomination process, please contact RoseAnn 
Nicolai at (248) 582-8465 or Jennifer Goulet at (248) 912-0760 ext. 3#. Or, visit 
our website at www.governorsartsandcultureawards.org for more information.

NOMINATION SELECTION PROCESS  
AND GUIDELINES  

Nominations in each Award Category will be reviewed by a peer review 
panel comprised of representatives with expertise in the specific discipline or 
interest for the Award Category. Each panel will recommend up to 3 finalists 
for consideration by a statewide committee that will determine the award 
recipients. Only one finalist will be selected for the Arts Advocacy and Civic 
Leader Award Categories. Award decisions will be held confidentially for 
announcement at the Governor’s Awards for Arts & Culture on November 13, 
2008. Please note the following additional guidelines:

Past Governor’s Awards recipients are eligible for nomination in the same •	
category if 10 or more years have elapsed since the previous award. 

Past recipients may be nominated in a different or new category from •	
their previous award category. ArtServe Michigan Board of Directors 
members are eligible for nomination in any category but are not allowed to 
participate in the selection process.

ArtServe Michigan reserves the right modify these procedures as necessary •	
to fulfill the goals of this program, including re-assigning a submission to 
an alternate category if appropriate. It also reserves the right to use any 
portion of submitted documentation for promotional purposes.

Y o u r  N ame 

O rgani     z ation  

A ddress    

C ity   / S tate  / Z I P

W or  k  P hone  

H ome    P hone  

E mail  

N ominee      ’ s  N ame 

O rgani     z ation  

A ddress    

C ity   / S tate  / Z I P

W or  k  P hone  

H ome    P hone  

E mail  

Check box for appropriate 
Award Category of your 
nominee. 

Arts and Cultural Organization Award 
(under $1 million)

Arts and Cultural Organization Award 
(over $1 million)

Arts Educator Award

Arts Education Organization Award

Michigan Lifetime Achievement  
Artist Award

Michigan Innovative Artist Award

Nonprofit Arts and Cultural Leader 
Award

Exemplary Business Award

Civic Leader Award

Arts Advocate Award

N O M I N AT  I O N  F O R M N O M I N AT  I O N  C AT  E G O R Y :




